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TRANSPORT REFRIGERATION SYSTEM
CONTROLLER TO ENGINE CONTROL UNIT
INTERFACE

FIELD OF TECHNOLOGY

The embodiments disclosed here generally relate to trans-
port refrigeration systems. More specifically, the embodi-
ments described herein relate to a transport refrigeration
system (TRS) controller to engine control unit (ECU) inter-
face.

BACKGROUND

Existing transport refrigeration systems are used to cool
containers, trailers, and other similar transport units. Some
transport units may be efficiently stacked for shipment by
ship or rail. When transport units are shipped by a truck, a
single container is placed on a container chassis. When cargo
in the transport unit includes perishable products (e.g., food
product, flowers, etc.), the temperature of the transport unit
may be controlled to limit spoilage of the cargo during
shipment.

Some existing transport units include a generator set that
supplies power to temperature-controlling components of
the transport refrigeration system. These generator sets are
typically attached directly to the container or container
chassis, and include an engine to power a generator, as well
as a fuel container to supply fuel to the generator sets.

SUMMARY

The embodiments described herein relate to a transport
refrigeration system (TRS) controller to engine control unit
(ECU) interface.

In particular, the embodiments described herein allow a
non-industrial engine (e.g., an automotive engine) to be
integrated in the TRS.

Advantages of the embodiments described herein include
reducing the amount of current drawn from a battery while
the TRS is in non-running modes, eliminating redundancy in
TRS resources, reducing the wiring harness, allowing for
engine diagnostics and services while the TRS is running in
an electrical mode, providing redundant safety against unin-
tended system startup, and improving low voltage start-
ability performance.

Other aspects of the invention will become apparent by
consideration of the detailed description and accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an elevated perspective view of a
transport container unit with a transport refrigeration sys-
tem, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 2A illustrates one schematic of a TRS Controller to
ECU interface, according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 2B illustrates another schematic of a TRS Controller
to ECU interface, according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 3 illustrates a schematic of a TRS Controller to ECU
interface, according to a second embodiment.

FIG. 4 illustrates a schematic of a TRS Controller to ECU
interface, according to a third embodiment.

FIG. 5 illustrates a schematic of a TRS Controller to ECU
interface, according to a fourth embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The embodiments described herein relate to a TRS con-
troller to ECU interface.
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In the following description of the illustrated figures,
embodiments for a TRS controller to ECU interface are
provided. These embodiments can reduce the amount of
current drawn from a battery while the TRS is in non-
running modes, eliminate redundancy in TRS resources,
reduce the wiring harness, allow for engine diagnostics and
services while the TRS is running in a shore power electrical
mode, provide redundant safety against unintended system
startup, and improve low voltage start-ability performance.

References are made to the accompanying drawings that
form a part hereof, and in which is shown by way of
illustration of the embodiments in which the embodiments
may be practiced. The use of “including,” “comprising,” or
“having” and variations thereof herein is meant to encom-
pass the items listed thereafter and equivalents thereof as
well as additional items. Unless specified or limited other-
wise, the terms “mounted,” “connected,” “supported,” and
“coupled” and variations thereof are used broadly and
encompass both direct and indirect mountings, connections,
supports, and couplings. Further, “connected” and
“coupled” are not restricted to physical or mechanical con-
nections or couplings. It is to be understood that the phrase-
ology and terminology used herein is for the purpose of
description and should not be regarded as limiting.

It will be appreciated that the embodiments described
herein are not limited to trucks, trailers and container units.
The embodiments described herein may be used in any other
suitable temperature controlled apparatuses such as a ship
board container, an air cargo cabin, an over the road truck
cabin, etc. The TRS may be a vapor-compressor type
refrigeration system, or any other suitable refrigeration
systems that can use refrigerant, cold plate technology, etc.

FIG. 1 illustrates an elevated perspective view of a
transport unit 100 that has a TRS 110. The TRS 110 includes
a TRU 115 connected to a generator set 120. The TRU 115
draws power from the generator set 120. The TRU 115 is
configured to transfer heat between an internal space 130 of
the transport unit 100 and the outside environment. In some
embodiments, the TRS 110 is a multi-zone system in which
different zones or areas of the internal space 130 are con-
trolled to meet different refrigeration requirements based on
the cargo stored in the particular zone.

As shown in FIG. 1, the TRU 115 is positioned adjacent
to a front side of the transport unit 100 and is enclosed in a
housing 135. The TRU 115 is in communication with the
space 130 and controls the temperature in the space 130. The
TRU 115 includes a TRS Controller (not shown) that regu-
lates various operating conditions (e.g., temperature, humid-
ity, etc.) of the space 130 and is powered by the generator set
120. The TRU 115 also includes a closed refrigerant circuit
(not shown). The closed refrigerant circuit regulates various
operating conditions (e.g., temperature, humidity, etc.) of the
space 130, and includes an Electronic Throttle Valve (ETV),
a compressor coupled to a condenser and an evaporator that
cools the space 130 and the perishable cargo. Generally, the
compressor requires the most energy among different com-
ponents of the TRS 110 and is the primary contributor of the
load seen by an engine (not shown) of the generator set 120.

The generator set 120 generally includes an engine, an
electronic controller unit (ECU) (not shown), a fuel con-
tainer (not shown) and a generator (not shown). The engine
may be an internal combustion engine (e.g., diesel engine,
etc.) that may generally have a cooling system (e.g., water
or liquid coolant system), an oil lubrication system, and an
electrical system (none shown). An air filtration system (not
shown) filters air directed into a combustion chamber (not
shown) of the engine. In some embodiments the engine is
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not specifically configured for the TRS 110, but can be a
non-industrial engine such as, for example, an automotive
engine. The fuel container is in fluid communication with
the engine to deliver a supply of fuel to the engine.

The engine is further controlled by the ECU. The ECU
can be configured to regulate an amount of fuel delivered to
the engine and can be configured to operate the engine at
least multiple speeds. The ECU is generally configured to
allow the engine to be maintained at a chosen speed regard-
less of the load seen by the engine. As discussed in more
detail below, the ECU is connected to and communicates
with the TRS Controller.

While the transport unit 100 in FIG. 1 is directed to a
trailer type transport unit, it will be appreciated that the
embodiments directed to a TRS Controller to ECU interface
in the TRS 110 can also be used, for example, in a truck type
transport unit, a container type transport unit, etc.

FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate two schematics of a TRS
Controller to ECU interface 200 according to a first embodi-
ment. The interface 200 includes a TRS Controller 205
connected to an ECU 210 that is part of an engine 215. The
interface 200 includes a keyswitch connection 220 that is
configured to send a keyswitch message from the TRS
Controller 205 to the ECU 210, a run signal connection 225
that is configured to send a run message from the TRS
Controller 205 to the ECU 210, and a Controller Area
Network (CAN) communication connection 230 that is
configured to provide two-way communication between the
TRS Controller 205 and the ECU 210.

The interface 200 also includes a main battery connection
235 for providing power from a main battery 240 to the TRS
Controller 205 and the ECU 210. In one embodiment, the
main battery 240 is a 12 volt battery.

In some embodiments, the keyswitch connection 220 and
the run signal connection 225 are wired connections. Also,
in some embodiments, the CAN communication connection
230 is a wireless connection in which digital data messages
can be transmitted between the TRS Controller 205 and the
ECU 210. In some embodiments, the CAN communication
connection 230 is configured to transmit and receive data
using a wireless communication protocol such as, for
example, ZigBee, Bluetooth, or any other type of wireless
communication protocol that allows for accurate transmis-
sion of data between the TRS Controller 205 and the ECU
210 during transport.

The keyswitch connection 220 is configured to enable the
ECU 210 for Engine Sub-System operation, disable the
ECU 210, and to facilitate TRS power management. In one
embodiment, the keyswitch connection 220 can perform the
above functions by invoking a high/active logic state and/or
a low/inactive logic state. When in the high/active logic
state, the keyswitch connection 220 is configured to enable
communication between the TRS Controller 205 and the
engine 215 via the ECU 210. When the keyswitch connec-
tion 220 transitions from the high/active logic state to the
low/inactive logic state, the ECU 210 is configured to enter
a power latch stage prior to completely shutting off. The
ECU 210 is configured to command a pre-shutdown com-
ponent calibration and is configured to write data to perma-
nent memory.

The run signal connection 225 is configured to, via the
ECU 210, prepare the engine 215 for starting, instructing the
engine 215 to stop, reinitializing an ECU 210 start routine,
and managing power consumption of the TRS generally. In
one embodiment, the run signal connection 225 can perform
the above functions by invoking a high/active logic state
and/or a low/inactive logic state. When in the high/active
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logic state, the run signal connection 225 is configured to
prepare the engine 215, via the ECU 210, for starting. When
the run signal connection 225 transitions from the high/
active logic state to the low/inactive logic state and the
engine 215 is running, the run signal connection 225 is
configured to instruct the engine 215, via the ECU 210, to
stop. This reduces power consumption of the main battery
240 while still allowing data communication between the
ECU 210 and TRS Controller 205 via the CAN communi-
cation connection 230.

The CAN communication connection 230 is configured to
facilitate communication between the TRS Controller 205
and the ECU 210. In particular, the CAN communication
connection 230 is configured to transmit data messages from
the TRS Controller 205 to the ECU 210 that include, for
example, an engine crank command message, an engine
target speed command message, an engine stop request
message, etc. Accordingly, the TRS Controller 205 can
instruct the engine 215, via the ECU 210, to stop via the run
signal connection 225 or the CAN communication connec-
tion 230.

The engine 215 includes one or more switches and
sensors 245 that provide information to the ECU 210. For
example, as shown in FIG. 2B, the one or more switches
sensors 245 can include, for example, a coolant level sensor
245a, a coolant temperature sensor 245b, an engine speed
sensor 245¢, an oil pressure sensor 245d, a fuel pressure
sensor 245¢, an oil level sensor 245f, etc. However, in some
embodiments, the engine 215 does not include a magnetic
pickup engine speed sensor. Also, in some embodiments, the
engine 215 is an electronically controlled Tier-4 Engine.
Information from one or more of the sensors 245 can be sent
to the TRS controller 205 via the CAN communication
connection 230.

In some embodiments, the interface 200 can be config-
ured to provide reliable real-time engine speed signal feed-
back during engine cranking of the engine 215. In particular,
the ECU 210 includes a camshaft speed sensor and a
crankshaft speed sensor that are configured to compute
engine speeds of the engine 215, as opposed to a magnetic
pickup engine speed sensor. In some embodiments, the ECU
210 is configured such that these sensors are not accessible
for third party interfacing. Information from the camshaft
speed sensor and/or the crankshaft speed sensor can be sent
to the TRS controller 205 via the CAN communication
connection 230.

In some embodiments, the interface 200 can be config-
ured to provide starter reliability of the engine 215. A latency
period between a TRS commanded starter engagement
action and an appropriate TRS Controller 205 reaction based
on an ECU 210 response can be significantly longer, for
example, when compared to a conventional starting algo-
rithm that uses a direct mag-pickup sensor input to the TRS
Controller 205. For example, a cycle that includes: starter
engagement; engine rotation above, for example, ~50 RPM-
engine speed computation by the ECU 210; transmission of
engine speed to the TRS Controller 205; reception by TRS
Controller 205; appropriate TRS Controller 205 action com-
mand, has the potential of causing the starter engagement to
be active for too long.

However, in the interface 200, while the TRS Controller
205 can initiate the start of the engine 215 and can stop the
engine 215 by setting the run signal communication con-
nection 225 to the low/inactive state or by sending a CAN
message via the CAN communication connection 230, the
ECU 210 can provide protection for the starter. In particular,
camshaft and crankshaft information, provided by the cam-
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shaft speed sensor and the crankshaft speed sensor of the
ECU 210, can be used by the ECU 210 to determine if the
crank cycle should be terminated due to a fault condition
(such as, for example, engine speed rotation that is below a
minimum threshold) or due to exceeding a maximum hold
the starter time period.

In some embodiments, the interface 200 can be config-
ured to provide ECU 210 operation during low voltage
conditions. That is, the interface 200 is configured to allow
the ECU 210 to operate in cranking situations where the
battery voltage of the main battery 240 is low below a
minimum main battery 240 voltage threshold prior to crank-
ing. In such conditions, the interface 200 is configured such
that CAN messages via the CAN communication connection
230 are intermittent or non-existent for short periods of time
during the cranking phase.

In some embodiments, the interface 200 can be config-
ured to prevent the use of duplicate engine switches and
sensors 245. For example, the interface 200 is configured
such that the ECU 210 can determine real-time engine speed
information of the engine 215 using the camshaft speed
sensor and the crankshaft speed sensor within the ECU.
Accordingly, a magnetic pickup engine speed sensor is not
needed to provide real-time engine speed information of the
engine 215.

Also, the interface 200 separates a single input keyswitch
connection to provide the keyswitch connection 220 and the
run signal connection 225. Accordingly, when the ECU 210
is an automotive ECU, a single input keyswitch connection
220 can be provided to enable and disable the ECU 210. This
scheme can work for automotive purposes because pre-
cranking diagnostics are generally not required.

In some embodiments, the interface 200 can be config-
ured to prevent depletion of the main battery 240 due to
engine components of the engine 215 that are controlled by
the ECU 210. In particular, addition of the ECU 210 to the
main battery 240 can result in an additional burden of ~3
amps to ~38 amps when the ECU 210 is active but TRS is
in a fuel conserving Cycle Sentry Null mode in which the
TRS is shut down temporarily when the main battery 240 is
fully charged, a coolant temperature is satisfied and a
temperature within the space of the transport unit is satisfied.
That is, when the run signal connection 225 is in the
low/inactive logic state, the interface 200 is configured to
deactivate inactive components of the TRS that consume
large quantities of power.

In some embodiments, the interface 200 can be config-
ured to provide engine information of the engine 215 to the
TRS Controller 205 (via, e.g., the CAN communication
connection 230) during and after a shutdown of the engine
215. That is, the keyswitch connection 220 can be kept in a
high/active logic state, regardless of the logic state of the run
signal connection 225, to allow engine information of the
engine 215 to be sent to the TRS Controller 205 during and
after a shutdown of the engine 215. In a conventional
automotive ECU, a single input enable/disable signal
invokes an engine shutdown command upon removal of the
signal after which engine information cannot be exchanged
with the TRS Controller 205. However, as the keyswitch and
the run signal are separated in the interface 200, the TRS
Controller 205 can obtain certain diagnostics information
from the engine 215 while in a Cycle Sentry Null Mode and
a Sleep Mode.

In some embodiments, power consumption by the main
battery 240 when the keyswitch connection 220 and the run
signal connection 225 are both in a high/active logic state
can exceed, for example, ~45 amps. However, when the
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keyswitch connection 220 is in a high/active logic state and
the run signal connection 225 is in a low/inactive logic state,
power consumption of the may battery 240 can be, for
example, between ~1 to ~3 amps.

In some embodiments, the interface 200 can be config-
ured to provide cold weather battery power management of
the main battery 240 via the run signal connection 225.
Conventionally, a glow plug of an engine is configured to be
activated based on an ambient temperature every time a
keyswitch connection is transitioned from the low/inactive
logic state to the high/active logic state. However, the
keyswitch connection can be transitioned from the low/
inactive logic state to the high/active logic state for the
purposes of a non-running pre-trip service test mode or other
service modes. Thus, transition from the low/inactive logic
state to the high/active logic state of the keyswitch can cause
the glow plug to activate thereby unnecessarily depleting the
main battery. In contrast, the interface 200 can provide cold
weather power management of the main battery 240 without
activating the keyswitch connection 220.

In some embodiments, the interface 200 can be config-
ured to provide engine data acquisition of the engine 215
when the run signal connection 225 is set to a high/active
logic state regardless of the logic state of the keyswitch
connection 220. Accordingly, the interface 200 can be
configured such that engine data acquisition of the engine
215 can occur even when the engine 215 is not running.

In some embodiments, the interface 200 can be config-
ured to reduce costs associated with including redundant
sensors and excessive interface harnessing by using sensors
that are already installed on the engine subsystem such as,
for example, a crankshaft speed sensor, a camshaft speed
sensor, etc.

FIG. 3 illustrates a schematic of a TRS Controller to ECU
interface 300 according to a second embodiment. The inter-
face 300 includes a TRS Controller 305 connected to an
engine 310 and an ECU 315. The interface 300 includes a
run signal/keyswitch/ignition connection 320 that is config-
ured to send a run signal/keyswitch/ignition message from
the TRS Controller 305 to the ECU 315, a starter connection
325 that is configured to send a start message from the TRS
Controller 305 to the engine 310, and a CAN communica-
tion connection 330 that is configured to provide two-way
communication between the TRS Controller 305 and the
ECU 315. The interface 300 also includes a magnetic pickup
engine speed sensor 335 that is configured to provide
real-time engine speed information of the engine 310
directly to the TRS Controller 305.

The engine 310 also includes an engine speed sensor 340,
an oil pressure sensor 342, a fuel pressure sensor 344, a
coolant temperature sensor 346 and a coolant level sensor
348 that provide information to the ECU 315. Also, in this
embodiment, a coolant temperature sensor 350 is connected
directly to the TRS Controller 305 to provide a coolant
temperature of the coolant in the engine 310.

In this embodiment, the interface 300 provides two stage
engine operation of the engine 310 with redundant safety
mechanisms. In particular, a keyswitch operation and a run
signal operation are interlocked such that keyswitch mes-
sages and run signal messages are sent via the run signal/
keyswitch/ignition connection 320. The interface 300 also
provides diagnosis and service operations of the engine 310
while running. The interface 300 also provides increased
cold starting performance and cost reduction due to the
elimination of redundant system sensors.

The run signal/keyswitch/ignition connection 320 is con-
figured to enable the engine 310 for Engine Sub-System
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operation, disable the ECU 315, and to facilitate TRS power
management. In one embodiment, the run signal/keyswitch/
ignition connection 320 can perform the above functions by
invoking a high/active logic state and/or a low/inactive logic
state. When in the high/active logic state, the run signal/
keyswitch/ignition connection 320 is configured to enable
communication between the TRS Controller 305 and the
ECU 315. When the run signal/keyswitch/ignition connec-
tion 320 transitions from the high/active logic state to the
low/inactive logic state, the ECU 315 instructs the engine
310 to enter a power latch stage prior to completely shutting
off. The ECU 310 is configured to command a pre-shutdown
component calibration and is configured to write data to
permanent memory.

The run signal/keyswitch/ignition connection 320 is also
configured to instruct the ECU 315 to prepare the engine 310
for starting, instruct the engine 310 to stop, reinitialize an
ECU 315 start routine, and manage power consumption of
the main battery (not shown). In one embodiment, the run
signal/keyswitch/ignition connection 320 can perform the
above functions by invoking a high/active logic state and/or
a low/inactive logic state. When in the high/active logic
state, the run signal/keyswitch/ignition connection 320 is
configured to instruct the ECU 315 to prepare the engine 310
for starting. When the run signal/keyswitch/ignition connec-
tion 320 transitions from the high/active logic state to the
low/inactive logic state and the engine 310 is running, the
run signal/keyswitch/ignition connection 320 is configured
to instruct the ECU 315 to stop the engine 310. This reduces
power consumption of the main battery (not shown) while
still allowing data communication between the ECU 315 and
the TRS Controller 305 via the CAN communication con-
nection 330.

The CAN communication connection 330 is configured to
facilitate communication between the TRS Controller 305
and the ECU 315. In particular, the CAN communication
connection 330 is configured to transmit data messages from
the TRS Controller 305 to the ECU 315 that include, for
example, an engine crank command message, an engine
target speed command message, an engine stop request
message, etc. Accordingly, the TRS Controller 305 can
instruct the ECU 315 to stop the engine 310 via the run
signal/keyswitch/ignition connection 320 or the CAN com-
munication connection 330.

The magnetic pickup speed sensor 335 is configured to
provide reliable real-time feedback of engine speed during
operation of the engine 310. In this embodiment, the inter-
face 300 delegates physical control of the starter to the ECU
315 instead of the TRS Controller 305. This allows the TRS
Controller 305 to send a digital message to the ECU 315 via
the CAN communication connection 330 and allows the
ECU 315 to complete the task of getting the engine 310 from
0 RPM to target speed while also checking for failed to start
attributes.

FIG. 4 illustrates a schematic of a TRS Controller to ECU
interface 400 according to a third embodiment. The interface
400 includes a TRS Controller 405 connected to an engine
410 and an ECU 415. The interface 400 includes an ignition
connection 420 that is configured to send an ignition mes-
sage from the TRS Controller 405 to the ECU 415, a starter
connection 425 that is configured to send a start message
from the TRS Controller 405 to the engine 410, and a CAN
communication connection 430 that is configured to provide
two-way communication between the TRS Controller 405
and the ECU 415. The interface 400 also includes a magnetic
pickup engine speed sensor 435 that is configured to provide
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real-time engine speed information of the engine 410
directly to the TRS Controller 405.

The engine 410 includes, for example, a coolant tempera-
ture sensor 445a, a coolant level sensor 445b, an engine
speed sensor 445¢, an oil pressure sensor 4454, and a fuel
pressure sensor 445¢ that provide information to the ECU
415. Also, in this embodiment, a coolant temperature sensor
450 is connected directly to the TRS Controller 405 to
provide a coolant temperature of the coolant in the engine
410.

FIG. 5 illustrates a schematic of a TRS Controller to ECU
interface 500 according to a fourth embodiment. The inter-
face 500 includes a TRS Controller 505 connected to an
ECU 515. The interface 500 includes an ignition connection
520 that is configured to send an ignition message from the
TRS Controller 505 to the ECU 515 and a CAN commu-
nication connection 530 that is configured to provide two-
way communication between the TRS Controller 505 and
the ECU 515.

The engine 510 includes, for example, a coolant tempera-
ture sensor 545a, a coolant level sensor 5455, an engine
speed sensor 545¢, an oil pressure sensor 5454, and a fuel
pressure sensor 545¢ that provide information to the ECU
515.

Aspects:

1. A transport refrigeration system (TRS) controller-to-
electronic control unit (ECU) interface for a TRS of a
refrigerated transport unit comprising:

a TRS controller programmed to regulate operating con-
ditions within the refrigerated transport unit;

an ECU of an electronically controlled engine configured
to provide power to the TRS, wherein the ECU is pro-
grammed to control the electronically controlled engine;

a controller area network (CAN) communication connec-
tion between the TRS controller and the ECU, wherein the
CAN communication connection is configured to facilitate
two way communication between the TRS controller and the
ECU.

2. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of aspect 1, wherein
the CAN communication connection is configured to trans-
mit a data message from the TRS controller to the ECU,
wherein the data message is at least one of: an engine crank
command message; an engine target speed command mes-
sage; and an engine stop request message.

3. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of aspects 1-2,
wherein the CAN communication connection is a wireless
communication connection that is configured to transmit and
receive a data message using a wireless communication
protocol.

4. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of aspects 1-3,
further comprising a keyswitch connection between the TRS
controller and the ECU, the keyswitch connection being
configured to enable the ECU for an engine sub-system
operation.

5. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of aspect 4, wherein
when the keyswitch connection is in an active logic state, the
keyswitch connection is configured to enable communica-
tion between the TRS controller and the electronically
controlled engine via the ECU, and when the keyswitch
connection transitions from an active logic state to an
inactive logic state, the ECU is configured to enter a power
latch stage and command a pre-shutdown component cali-
bration of the electronically controlled engine.

6. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of aspects 4-5,
wherein when the keyswitch connection is in an active logic
state, the TRS controller-to-ECU interface is configured to
provide the TRS controller engine information of the elec-
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tronically controlled engine during and after a shutdown of
the electronically controlled engine.
7. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of aspects 1-6,
further comprising a run signal connection between the TRS
controller and the ECU, the run signal being configured to
prepare the electronically controlled engine for starting and
stopping,

wherein when the run signal connection is in an active
logic state, the ECU is configured to prepare the electroni-
cally controlled engine for starting, and when the run signal
connection transitions from an active logic state to an
inactive logic state, the ECU is configured to instruct the
electronically controlled engine to stop.
8. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of aspect 7, wherein
when the run signal connection is in an inactive logic state,
the TRS controller-to-ECU interface is configured to deac-
tivate inactive components of the TRS.
9. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of aspects 1-8,
further comprising an ignition connection between the TRS
controller and the ECU, the ignition connection being con-
figured to send an ignition message from the TRS controller
to the ECU.
10. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of aspects 1-9,
further comprising a keyswitch/ignition connection between
the TRS controller and the ECU, the keyswitch/ignition
connection being configured to enable the ECU for an
engine sub-system operation and being configured to enable
the ECU for an engine sub-system operation,

wherein when the keyswitch/ignition connection is in an
active logic state, the keyswitch/ignition connection is con-
figured to enable communication between the TRS control-
ler and the electronically controlled engine via the ECU, and
when the keyswitch/ignition connection transitions from an
active logic state to an inactive logic state, the ECU is
configured to enter a power latch stage and command a
pre-shutdown component calibration of the electronically
controlled engine.
11. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of aspects 1-10,
further comprising a run/keyswitch/ignition connection
between the TRS controller and the ECU, the run/keyswitch/
ignition connection being configured to prepare the elec-
tronically controlled engine for starting and stopping, being
configured to enable the ECU for an engine sub-system
operation and being configured to enable the ECU for an
engine sub-system operation,

wherein when the run/keyswitch/ignition connection is in
an active logic state, the run/keyswitch/ignition connection
is configured to enable communication between the TRS
controller and the electronically controlled engine via the
ECU, and when the run/keyswitch/ignition connection tran-
sitions from an active logic state to an inactive logic state,
the ECU is configured to enter a power latch stage and
command a pre-shutdown component calibration of the
electronically controlled engine, and

wherein when the run/keyswitch/ignition signal connec-
tion is in an active logic state, the ECU is configured to
prepare the electronically controlled engine for starting, and
when the run/keyswitch/ignition signal connection transi-
tions from an active logic state to an inactive logic state, the
ECU is configured to instruct the electronically controlled
engine to stop.
12. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of aspects 1-11,
further comprising a starter connection between the TRS
controller and the electronically controlled engine, the
starter connection being configured to send a start message
from the TRS controller to the electronically controlled
engine for starting the electronically controlled engine.
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13. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of aspects 1-12,
further comprising a magnetic pickup engine speed sensor
that is configured to provide real-time engine speed infor-
mation of the electrically controlled engine to the TRS
Controller directly from the electronically controlled engine.
14. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of aspects 1-13,
further comprising a coolant temperature sensor that is
configured to directly provide a coolant temperature of a
coolant in the electronically controlled engine to the TRS
controller.

15. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of aspects 1-14,
wherein the ECU includes one or more engine information
sensors configured to determine: a coolant level; a coolant
temperature; an engine speed; an oil pressure; a fuel pres-
sure; and an oil level,

wherein the ECU is configured to transmit engine infor-

mation from the one or more sensors to the TRS controller
via the CAN communication bus.
16. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of aspects 1-15,
wherein when the keyswitch connection is in an active logic
state, the TRS controller-to-ECU interface is configured to
provide the TRS controller engine information of the elec-
tronically controlled engine during and after a shutdown of
the electronically controlled engine.

With regard to the foregoing description, it is to be
understood that changes may be made in detail, especially in
matters of the construction materials employed and the
shape, size and arrangement of the parts without departing
from the scope of the present invention. It is intended that
the specification and depicted embodiment to be considered
exemplary only, with a true scope and spirit of the invention
being indicated by the broad meaning of the claims.

What claimed is:

1. A transport refrigeration system (TRS) controller-to-
engine control unit (ECU) interface for a TRS of a refrig-
erated transport unit comprising:

a TRS controller programmed to regulate operating con-

ditions within the refrigerated transport unit;

an ECU of an electronically controlled engine configured
to provide power to the TRS, wherein the ECU is
programmed to control the electronically controlled
engine;

a controller area network (CAN) communication connec-
tion between the TRS controller and the ECU, wherein
the CAN communication connection is configured to
facilitate two way communication between the TRS
controller and the ECU; and

a keyswitch connection between the TRS controller and
the ECU, the keyswitch connection being configured to
enable the ECU for an engine sub-system operation,

wherein when the keyswitch connection is in an active
logic state, the keyswitch connection is configured to
enable communication between the TRS controller and
the electronically controlled engine via the ECU, and
when the keyswitch connection transitions from an
active logic state to an inactive logic state, the ECU is
configured to enter a power latch stage and command
a pre-shutdown component calibration of the electroni-
cally controlled engine.

2. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of claim 1,
wherein the CAN communication connection is configured
to transmit a data message from the TRS controller to the
ECU, wherein the data message is at least one of: an engine
crank command message; an engine target speed command
message; and an engine stop request message.

3. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of claim 1,
wherein the CAN communication connection is a wireless
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communication connection that is configured to transmit and
receive a data message using a wireless communication
protocol.

4. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of claim 1,
wherein when the keyswitch connection is in an active logic
state, the TRS controller-to-ECU interface is configured to
provide the TRS controller engine information of the elec-
tronically controlled engine during and after a shutdown of
the electronically controlled engine.

5. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a run signal connection between the TRS
controller and the ECU, the run signal being configured to
prepare the electronically controlled engine for starting and
stopping,

wherein when the run signal connection is in an active

logic state, the ECU 1is configured to prepare the
electronically controlled engine for starting, and when
the run signal connection transitions from an active
logic state to an inactive logic state, the ECU is
configured to instruct the electronically controlled
engine to stop.

6. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of claim 5,
wherein when the run signal connection is in an inactive
logic state, the TRS controller-to-ECU interface is config-
ured to deactivate inactive components of the TRS.

7. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising an ignition connection between the TRS
controller and the ECU, the ignition connection being con-
figured to send an ignition message from the TRS controller
to the ECU.

8. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a keyswitch/ignition connection between
the TRS controller and the ECU, the keyswitch/ignition
connection being configured to enable the ECU for an
engine sub-system operation and being configured to enable
the ECU for an engine sub-system operation,

wherein when the keyswitch/ignition connection is in an

active logic state, the keyswitch/ignition connection is
configured to enable communication between the TRS
controller and the electronically controlled engine via
the ECU, and when the keyswitch/ignition connection
transitions from an active logic state to an inactive logic
state, the ECU is configured to enter a power latch stage
and command a pre-shutdown component calibration
of the electronically controlled engine.

9. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a run/keyswitch/ignition connection
between the TRS controller and the ECU, the run/keyswitch/
ignition connection being configured to prepare the elec-
tronically controlled engine for starting and stopping, being
configured to enable the ECU for an engine sub-system
operation and being configured to enable the ECU for an
engine sub-system operation,

wherein when the run/keyswitch/ignition connection is in

an active logic state, the run/keyswitch/ignition con-
nection is configured to enable communication
between the TRS controller and the electronically con-
trolled engine via the ECU, and when the run/key-
switch/ignition connection transitions from an active
logic state to an inactive logic state, the ECU is
configured to enter a power latch stage and command
a pre-shutdown component calibration of the electroni-
cally controlled engine, and

wherein when the run/keyswitch/ignition signal connec-

tion is in an active logic state, the ECU is configured to
prepare the electronically controlled engine for starting,
and when the run/keyswitch/ignition signal connection
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transitions from an active logic state to an inactive logic
state, the ECU is configured to instruct the electroni-
cally controlled engine to stop.

10. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of claim 1,
further comprising a starter connection between the TRS
controller and the electronically controlled engine, the
starter connection being configured to send a start message
from the TRS controller to the electronically controlled
engine for starting the electronically controlled engine.

11. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of claim 1,
further comprising a magnetic pickup engine speed sensor
that is configured to provide real-time engine speed infor-
mation of the electrically controlled engine to the TRS
Controller directly from the electronically controlled engine.

12. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of claim 1,
further comprising a coolant temperature sensor that is
configured to directly provide a coolant temperature of a
coolant in the electronically controlled engine to the TRS
controller.

13. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of claim 1,
wherein the ECU includes one or more engine information
sensors configured to determine: a coolant level; a coolant
temperature; an engine speed; an oil pressure; a fuel pres-
sure; and an oil level,

wherein the ECU is configured to transmit engine infor-
mation from the one or more sensors to the TRS
controller via the CAN communication bus.

14. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of claim 1,
wherein when the keyswitch connection is in an active logic
state, the TRS controller-to-ECU interface is configured to
provide the TRS controller engine information of the elec-
tronically controlled engine during and after a shutdown of
the electronically controlled engine.

15. The TRS controller-to-ECU interface of claim 1,
wherein the ECU is configured to regulate an amount of fuel
delivered to the electronically controlled engine in order to
maintain a speed of the electronically controlled engine
regardless of a load on the engine, and

wherein the TRS controller is configured to regulate a
refrigeration condition within a space of the refriger-
ated transport unit.

16. A transport refrigeration system (TRS) controller-to-
engine control unit (ECU) interface for a TRS of a refrig-
erated transport unit comprising:

a TRS controller programmed to regulate operating con-

ditions within the refrigerated transport unit;

an ECU of an electronically controlled engine configured
to provide power to the TRS, wherein the ECU is
programmed to control the electronically controlled
engine;

a controller area network (CAN) communication connec-
tion between the TRS controller and the ECU, wherein
the CAN communication connection is configured to
facilitate two way communication between the TRS
controller and the ECU; and

a keyswitch/ignition connection between the TRS con-
troller and the ECU, the keyswitch/ignition connection
being configured to enable the ECU for an engine
sub-system operation and being configured to enable
the ECU for an engine sub-system operation,

wherein when the keyswitch/ignition connection is in an
active logic state, the keyswitch/ignition connection is
configured to enable communication between the TRS
controller and the electronically controlled engine via
the ECU, and when the keyswitch/ignition connection
transitions from an active logic state to an inactive logic
state, the ECU is configured to enter a power latch stage



US 9,464,827 B2

13

and command a pre-shutdown component calibration
of the electronically controlled engine.

17. A transport refrigeration system (TRS) controller-to-
engine control unit (ECU) interface for a TRS of a refrig-
erated transport unit comprising:

a TRS controller programmed to regulate operating con-

ditions within the refrigerated transport unit;

an ECU of an electronically controlled engine configured
to provide power to the TRS, wherein the ECU is
programmed to control the electronically controlled
engine;

a controller area network (CAN) communication connec-
tion between the TRS controller and the ECU, wherein
the CAN communication connection is configured to
facilitate two way communication between the TRS
controller and the ECU;,

a run/keyswitch/ignition connection between the TRS
controller and the ECU, the run/keyswitch/ignition
connection being configured to prepare the electroni-
cally controlled engine for starting and stopping, being
configured to enable the ECU for an engine sub-system
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operation and being configured to enable the ECU for
an engine sub-system operation,

wherein when the run/keyswitch/ignition connection is in
an active logic state, the run/keyswitch/ignition con-
nection is configured to enable communication
between the TRS controller and the electronically con-
trolled engine via the ECU, and when the run/key-
switch/ignition connection transitions from an active
logic state to an inactive logic state, the ECU is
configured to enter a power latch stage and command
a pre-shutdown component calibration of the electroni-
cally controlled engine, and

wherein when the run/keyswitch/ignition signal connec-
tion is in an active logic state, the ECU is configured to
prepare the electronically controlled engine for starting,
and when the run/keyswitch/ignition signal connection
transitions from an active logic state to an inactive logic
state, the ECU is configured to instruct the electroni-
cally controlled engine to stop.
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